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Introduction 


Terracott has been one of the old and earlier forms of mediums used by human beings nearly for every purposes 
of life be it a vessel, a house, pots, construction materials, decorative, jewelry, sculptures, lamps and other utili- 
ties. The terracotta is nothing but an earthen clay baked. Terracotta is an Italian term which mean “baked earth”. 
Terracotta is one of the best and foremost eco-friendly material discovered on earth. Terracotta is one of the me- 
diums common and familiar all over the world. When we go back to history to the times of Harappa and Mohen- 
jo-Daro we get to see many terracotta objects, articles, bricks, toys, pottery, female figurines and animal figurines 
discovered by archaeologists during excavations. Later civilizations have also comprehended terracotta medium 
in their lives massively from making benevolent bulls, mother goddess, mannequins, the king and his horses with 
chariot to work for humanity. As the civilization grew the productivity developed. 


Earlier the clay work was made at the banks of rivers for the easy access to the raw materials. The clay is used 

in making the objects that are acquired from the rich alluvium silt from the river valleys. In northern part of the 
India, the alluvium soil is easy to find, has river flows the alluvium is reduced thus in southern part, the clay ac- 
quired is less and low in plasticity. In India generally people groups are categorized with the profession they carry. 
Likewise in India people who do clay work are categorized and fall under the caste called Kumhar or Kumbhara. 


Terracotta is used presently more in interior designing. We witness many terracotta pots with enhanced add on 
features displayed in and around the busy streets for sale. Terracotta jewelry is nothing new to the world, it is 
been since the time of civilization begun. People of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro civilization have been ornament- 
ed with the terracotta jewelries like earrings, ear studs, necklaces, pendants, bangles and bracelets which were 
colored and well-polished that was discovered by the archaeologists. 


Mr. Jayadev Rana from Barpali, Bargarh district, Odisha is one of the master craftsmen of Terracotta Jewelry and 
Crafts with an experience of 25 years in this craft who is producing the beautiful earrings, necklace and other 
jewelry articles. 


Mr. Manbodha Raana from barpali, Bargarh district, Odisha is one of the artisans of the terracotta articles and 
toys. He inherits this craft from his father Mr. Parameshwar Raana and ancestors who produced terracotta pots 
and roof sealing earlier. He is a National awardee for terracotta tiles in the year 1986. He has travelled outside 
countries like Denmark, Canada, Israeli, Japan, Spain, and France on the purpose of terracotta workshop. 
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A pair of terracotta earrings. 
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Experienced artisan making the terracotta jewelry. Sets of terracotta jewelry. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Following are the tools and raw materials required for terracotta jewelry and toys making: 


Terracotta Clay: 
It is an essential raw material required to make this craft. 


Solder Wire: 
They are used in making “U” pin to hook the articles. 


Wire Cutter: 
It is used in cutting the unwanted wire. 


Paint Brush: 
It is used for painting the terracotta sarees. 


Paints: 
Like acrylic and metallic are used in enhancing the jewelry. 


Water: 
It is one of the important raw material used while working on clay. 


Pen Caps: 
They are used for enhancing the articles by acquiring the attractive impressions on it. 


Potter’s Wheel: 
It is used in making the proper equal sized hallow closed clay pot. 


Binding Wire: 
It is used in slicing of the clay from the potter's wheel. 


Wooden Clay Modelling Tools: 
They are used while making the clay articles. 


Cow-Dung Pottery Kiln: 
It is used for baking the clay articles. 
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Wooden pieces used while baking the terracotta Cow dung cakes used while baking the terracotta 
jewelry. jewelry. 
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Knife is used for drawing designs on the terracotta 
products. 
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Cutting plier used for cutting the metal wires to make 
the hook for earrings. 


A plastic cap used for creating the impression of fins on 
the terracotta fish. 


Metal wires used for making a hook for terracotta 
earrings. 
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Acrylic colors used for enameling the terracotta jewelry. 
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Water is used for rendering the smooth finishing of 
the jewelry. 


Readymade metal hooks used in earrings. 
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Nose plier used for locking the metal hook’s end tightly. 
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Plastic and metal beads are used for beautifying the terracotta jewelry. 
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Making Process 


Preparation of the Clay 
The clay is prepared by purifying, cleaning and removing dust particles and mixed constantly with water and 
packed in an air tight condition so that the moisture doesn’t enter the clay n dry it up. 


Thin type of absorbent clay sourced from the beds of tanks is used for jewelry. The clay is dried in the sun, 
crushed, crumpled and finally put in tub of water. Clay is filtered through sieve. The clay thus sieved is filtered and 
allowed to settle. The excess water from the tubs is poured and the clay is dried and cut into shapes and sizes as 
desired. 


TERRACOTTA JEWELRY AND CRAFT 


04 
Preparation of the clay Making Articles to the “U" pin hooks used for Drying Process for two 
required size and shapes. joining the articles. days under the sunlight. 


444 


05 06 07 08 
Baking Process in After cooling down the article Painting Jewelry Making the article ready 
cow-dung pottery kiln _it is painted with a base color with vibrant colors to wear by joining the 
in 700 to 900°C for 4-Shours with acrylic paints. earring hook 
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Making Articles 


Terracotta Fish Toy 

Artisan pre-mixes the clay and places it to the center of the potter’s wheel. The clay is pressed and pulled on the 
wheel head of the potter’s wheel. Later a required form of closed pot which looks like a hollow round pebble is 
made with the clay seeing that the clay is used efficiently by keeping the body hallow. The closed pot is taken out 
by slicing it from the wheel head with the help of binding wire. The pot is then added with the detail features like 
tail, fins, mouth and eyes proportion to the body of the fish with clay after it is semi dried. Wooden clay modelling 
tool is used while making the details on the article. The gills of the fish is made out of the half pen cap impres- 
sions. 


Terracotta Earring Jewelry 

Artisan decides on the designs and patterns and starts pre-mixing the clay and modelling it to the required shape 
and design with hands. Once the required design is made a solder wire or thread is inserted into it to the center 
which enacts like a suspending “U” pin hook that is then joined to the jumper ring and then to the earring hook 
after the artifact is baked and fired. The earrings are given more enhancement by adding droplets to it by making 
small clay balls which is suspended below to the main earring with the help of “U” pin hook. 


Drying Process 
Once the design is made on clay it is kept for drying under sunlight for two days. As the clay dries the clay gets 
shrunk a bit. This process is called “Air Drying” 


Baking Process 

After the clay is dried the objects are placed in a terracotta pot and kept on the cow dung pottery kiln to bake 
where all the moisture of the clay is dried and hardens the clay. The kiln is made up of dried cow dung and dried 
grass which then covered by the terracotta roof tiles to ensure no outflow of the temperature. Whiling baking 
the clay goes through many reactions. The clay is baked up to the heat of 700 to 900 degree Celsius for four to 
five hours. After the baking is completed the clay becomes terracotta that looks like reddish brown in color which 
is then removed from kiln and the articles are left for cool down for four to five hours. 


Painting Jewelry 
Bright and vibrant colors of acrylic paints are used in painting the terracotta with intricate designs to make the 
articles even more beautiful. Glittering paints are also used in enhancing the article. 
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Artisan makes a small clay ball using lesser amount of 
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clay. 


made. 
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When needed as per the design extra clay is added Then the designs are drawn on the clay article. 
and smoothened. 
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U shaped wire is inserted into the clay article. 


es ~ TIP aSss 
Metal wires are cut as per the requirement and bent 
to U shape. 
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Once these terracotta articles are dried, it is Cow dung cakes are arranged in a circular compact. 


allocated in a clay bowl. 
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Dried jewelries are placed in the center of the cow Glimpse of the terracotta jewelry kept for baking. 
dung arrangement. 
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Cow dung cakes along with the terracotta jewelry Then the artisan fires the stack. 
are covered with hay for baking. 
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Glimpse of the terracotta jewelry baking. Then the baked jewelry is taken out and allowed for 
cooling. 
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Once the base color is dried the fine detailing is made. 


A coat of black acrylic color is painted to the baked 
jewelry as the base color. 
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After coloring the jewelry is allowed for drying 
process. 


The beads are inserted for beautifying the earring. 
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Then the metal hook is attacked to the terracotta Glimpse of the final product. 


earring. 


é = ent ae Ses 
Once the terracotta jewelry is packed it is sold in 
market. 


s 


Then the terracotta jewelry is put into the 
appropriate size of plastic cover. 
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Terracotta Toys 


See 


Ce el 
A lump of clay is kneaded thoroughly and kept for Initially clay is shaped in circular form. 
terracotta toy making. 


Using the customized tools few markings are made. Then by using the tool mouthpart of the fish is marked. 
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Extra clay is attached to the m 


. ie 


The mouthpart of the fish is hollowed. 


Initially the upper lip of the fish is made. _ Then the lower lip is made and given fine finishing. 
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Water is dabbed to attach more clay. 


Then the fin is smoothened. 


All the other parts are made accordingly and given a 
finished look. 
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and a fashionable accessary. Terracotta jewelry is very alluring for its appearance for traditional and fashionable 
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A set of terracotta jewelry that consists a pair of A showpiece made of clay. 
earring and a pendant. 
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A pair of earring. 


Several designs of terracotta earrings displayed for 
sales. 
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The most eye catching terracotta toys of Orissa. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
and Amulya S. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Shri Jayadev Rana, Senior Craftsman 
Sambalpur 

Orissa 

Cell phone: - 09937453213 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


